
Venice Regatta origami paper boat

Each year on the first Sunday in September, rowing races splash their way 
down the winding canals of Venice. The Regata Storica (Historic Regatta) 
was first organised by the city’s locals hundreds of years ago in 1274! The 

event today begins with a parade of colourfully decorated boats powered by 
crews in costumes that date back to when the race first started. There are 
four races in total and they include various types of boats rowing their way 
to the finish line and cheered on by crowds of locals. Follow these steps to 

fold and float your own origami paper boat!
A4 coloured paper

Fold the A4 paper 
in half widthways, 
then fold in half 
again widthways.

STEP 1

STEP 7
STEP 2
Unfold your paper 
once, then fold in 
the top two 
corners, making 
two triangles.

STEP 3
Turn the paper over 
and fold two small 
triangles from the other 
side over onto this side, 
then fold the bottom 
two corners, to make 
four small triangles.

STEP 4

Fold up the 
bottom strip 
beneath the 
triangle on 
this side.

STEP 5
Turn the paper on its 
side and pull the 
sides out to open up 
in a cup shape, then 
fold across the 
opposite way to make 
a flat square.

STEP 6

STEP 8

STEP 9 STEP 10

Fold the 
top layer of 
the bottom 
half of the 
square 
upwards.

Turn over 
and fold up 
the entire 
bottom half 
of the square 
to make 
a triangle.

Open your 
paper out in 
the middle 
and then 
fold across 
opposite 
side to 
before.

Hold the top 
two corners 
and pull out 
sideways – 
your boat is 
made! Try 
letting it set 
sail in a bowl 
of water.

YOU WILL NEED

A bowl of water (optional)

Fold up one 
side of the 
bottom strip 
beneath the 
triangle. 


